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Case report: Epizootic ulcerative syndrome in largemouth bass
(Micropterus salmoides)

IW Chen*, CH Wu, YJ Lin
Veterinary Research Institute, Ministry of Agriculture

Abstract Epizootic ulcerative syndrome (EUS) is caused by the oomycete fungus Aphanomyces
invadans. It is a seasonal disease that is characterized by the presence of necrotizing ulcerative
lesions in multiple freshwater and estuarine fish. This report describes an epizootic ulcerative
syndrome in a largemouth bass farm, presented with gross, histopathology, special stains, and
molecular analysis. Grossly, large reddish-brown ulcers can be seen on the body surface.
Microscopically, locally extensive necrotizing granulomatous dermatitis with severe myonecrosis is
observed. Pleomorphic aseptate fungi can also be observed. The diagnosis was confirmed by
histopathology and molecular diagnosis. This is the first report of the epizootic ulcerative syndrome
of largemouth bass in Taiwan.

Keywords: Largemouth bass, Epizootic ulcerative syndrome, Aphanomyces invadans
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