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Investigation on Chronic Respiratory Disease (CRD) of
Chickens in Taiwan

I An island-wide survey on the disease and isolation of
Mycoplasma gallisepticum
T.M. Shieh, Y.C. Chin and Y H, Yang
Taiwan Provincial Research Institute for Animal Health
Y.H. Liu.

Joint Commission on Rural Reconstruction
Taipei, Taiwan, China

ENGLISH SUMMARY

Mycoplasma galiisepticum was already isolated and reported as a main causative
agent of avian chronic respiratory disease (CRD) in America and some other coun-
tries but yet not in Taiwan.

In 1966, during January to December, an island-wide survey on CRD of chickens
was performed with use of Mycoplasma gallisepticum antigens prepared by Salsbury
Labratories, Jowa, or Japan National Institute of Animal Health and isolation of
the causative agent was tried from those positive reactors. The results of this study
may be summarized as follows:
1.In the nothern part of this island, the rate of infestation of the disease showed

27.3%, the central part 13.0% and the southern part 12.9% i. e. 17.9% in average
among 1,118 chickens surveyed through the island.

2.From 78 cases of the positive reactors, 15 strains (19.2%) of M. gallisepticum and
52 strains (66.6%) of M. gallinarum were sucessfully isolated. It proves that chi
ckens in Taiwan has already been invaded of the disease.

3From the positive reactors M. gallisepticum could be isolated and abdominal

- air sac showed the hight Pecentage among the organs performed.

4. Among the 15 strains of M. gallisepticum isolated, 5 strains showed positive to
chicken red blood cell adsorption test and finally only 4 strains were primarily
indentified to be the same with the strain S¢ under sugar fermentation test etc.

NOTE: The outline of this paper was read before the 1966 Annual Meeting of the

Taiwan Association of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Medicine.
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