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Surveillance of Avian Influenza in Taiwan in 2004
M. C. Cheng *, M. S. Lee,S. T. Kuo, S. H. Lee, J. R. Shiau, Wastson H. T. Song

Animal Health Research Institute, Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan, Tansui, Taiwan, ROC

ABSTRACT The purpose of this surveillance is to realize epidemiology of avian influenza in
Taiwanese wild birds and poultry farms. In 2004, a total of 3,351 of fecal samples from wild birds were
examined. Seventeen viruses were isolated and subtyped as HI1ON3, HO6NS, H4N6, H4N2, H4NS,
HS5N2, H5N6, HIIN9 and HION6. Most of these viruses were isolated from duck fecal samples;
however two viruses, HON5 and H5N2, were isolated from shorebird. In addition, 3 strains of HSN2
viruses were isolated from 4,814 samples collected from poultry farms, including 2 from chicken farms
and one from domestic duck farm. All isolated AIVs were demonstrated to be low pathogenic viruses.
From nucleotides sequence analysis of gene segments of haemagglutinin (H) and neuroaminidase (N)

revealed that HSN2 viral strain isolated from domestic duck and chicken were different originate.

Key words: Avian influenza, Virologic surveillance
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