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Exploring the serological technique of bat lyssavirus in the

UK
Shu-Chia HU

Abstract

From November 22 to December 6, 2025, a researcher from the \eterinary
Research Institute (VRI), Taiwan visited the Animal and Plant Agency (APHA), UK
and was trained for the serological technique of bat lyssavirus . The training covered
the Fluorescent Antibody Virus Neutralization (FAVN) test and a modified FAVN
(mFAVN) assay. Three batches of samples were tested by mFAVN. The mFAVN was
performed using Taiwan bat lyssavirus 2 provided by the VRI to the APHA, as well as
canine and feline serum samples collected by the APHA. During the training period,
in-depth exchanges were conducted between researchers regarding bat lyssavirus
surveillance strategies and recent research findings, through which participant gained
substantial benefits in both professional knowledge and practical experiences. The
training also provided an opportunity for both laboratories to discuss potential
directions for future collaborative research, with the aim of establishing a long-term
and stable partnership. Such collaboration is expected to further strengthen the
research capacity of the rabies laboratory of the VRI.



