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Attending the World Organisation for Animal Health
Regional Workshop on Avian Disease Prevention and

Control in Asia and the Pacific 2025 in Japan
Wan-Chen Li

Abstract

The World Organisation for Animal Health held the Regional Seminar on the
Prevention and Control of Avian Diseases in the Asia-Pacific Region from August 26
to 28, 2025, in Sapporo, Hokkaido, Japan. The meeting reported the current status of
avian diseases worldwide and in the Asia-Pacific region and invited member countries
to share their experiences in prevention and surveillance. The seminar introduced the
"Global Strategy for the Prevention and Control of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
(2024-2033)", noting that the severity of recent outbreaks has surpassed previous
records, posing significant threats to ecological conservation and public health. This
underscores the need to update and strengthen existing control measures. Participants
held group discussions and proposed recommendations for implementing the
strategies. The meeting also shared experiences regarding the use of highly
pathogenic avian influenza vaccines, emphasizing that vaccination should not
constitute a trade barrier, and recommending the establishment of appropriate
surveillance and risk assessment mechanisms to balance disease control and trade
safety. In addition, reference laboratories and expert resources were introduced to
assist member countries in enhancing their prevention and control capacities. The
meeting concluded with key points: strengthening avian disease information reporting
and early warning systems; reviewing and optimizing surveillance systems to improve
early detection; promoting cross-sectoral collaboration to realize the One Health
approach; and continuously improving farm biosecurity to build a safe and sustainable
poultry industry.



