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Abstract

VRI (Veterinary Research Institute) was invited by the Australian Government
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) to attend the “Asia-Pacific
Laboratory Proficiency Testing Program for Aquatic Animal Diseases” held in
Bangkok, Thailand, from August 27 to August 30, 2025. The event is organized by
DAFF and the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation’s
Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness (CSIRO-ACDP). The aims of the workshop
are to summarize the major findings of the 20222025 proficiency testing rounds and to
stimulate discussion on diagnostic standards, method platforms (real-time PCR versus
conventional PCR) and laboratory quality assurance systems. The workshop will also provide
opportunities for participants to discuss any issues they have come across during the
proficiency testing program, with CSIRO-ACDP. Participation in the workshop help
strengthen our country’s aquatic animal disease diagnostic laboratory system, enhance
diagnostic techniques, and promote collaboration with international research
institutes.



