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Classical Swine Fever Monitoring and Analysis After

Cessation of Vaccination
Hui-Yu Chen

Abstract

Classical swine fever virus (CSFV), a significant disease listed by the World
Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH), is classified as List A infectious animal
disease in Taiwan. It mainly affects the lymphoid tissue and vascular endothelial cells
of pigs, causing immunosuppression and systemic hemorrhage. The disease first
appeared in Taiwan during the Japanese colonial period. The implementation of a
vaccination program successfully brought the epidemic under control, with no cases
reported for over 19 years. Consequently, Taiwan initiated a CSFV eradication
program in 2021, which involved a three-phase gradual cessation of vaccination. On
May 29, 2025, Taiwan was officially recognized by the WOAH as a Classical swine
fever-free country. This report describes the surveillance data submitted to WOAH
following the cessation of vaccination, covering both active surveillance (pig farms,
rendering plants, slaughterhouses, boar semen, and captive wild boars) and passive
surveillance (discarding dead pigs, wash-ashored dead pigs, and wild boars). A total
of 886 sampling events covering 15,378 pigs were tested, with no detection of the
wild-type CSFV. Furthermore, over 90% of 16-to-20-week-old finishing pigs had
negative CSFV neutralizing antibody titers (less than 1:8). In conclusion, after more
than a century of efforts to prevent and control classical swine fever, the wild-type
virus no longer exists in Taiwan's environment. However, with neighboring countries
still being endemic areas, it is crucial to implement continue surveillance and border
control measures to prevent the reintroduction of the disease.



