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WOAH Regional Workshop on Vector Borne diseases in Asia

and the Pacific
Yu-Ching Chuang

Abstract

Under the background of climate change, the distribution patterns of arthropod
vectors have changes, and the importance of vector-borne diseases (VBDs) is
increasing. Therefore, World Organization for Animal Health (WOAH) hold this
workshop, which mainly focus on the existing VBDs and their potential threats, that
are important to human and animals in Asia and the Pacific region. The epidemiology,
vector distribution and behavior, and the preventive and control measures were
introduced. Furthermore, eight member countries were invited to share their
experiences on the control measures for VBDs and the challenges faced. The aims for
this workshop are to promote regional-cooperation, enhance laboratory capacities for
VBDs, build early-warning systems, and to combine jointed efforts to prevent and
control these diseases. In this workshop, WOAH introduced the standards for animal
and vector surveillance, and invited experts from various fields, to introduce the
following issues: neglected VBDs in Asia, Blue Tongue, Epizootic Hemorrhage
Disease, Lumpy Skin Disease, Bovine Babesiosis, Japanese Encephalitis, West Nile
Fever, and Leishmaniosis. Furthermore, important issues and researches related to
VBDs were introduced under the framework of One Health. Finally, by means of
group discussion, developing cooperation mechanisms based on One Health concept
in Asia and Pacific region were investigated, and the prioritized issues were discussed.
The workshop concluded that, in order to tackle the threats of VBDs, besides
cross-border and cross-disciplines cooperation, more resources should be devoted into
this important field which lacking surveillances and researches.



