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Regional workshop on laboratory expertise for equine

diseases in Asia and the Pacific

Yu-Ching Chuang

Abstract

This workshop belongs to one of the series events of the initiative hold by World
Organization for Animal Health (WOAH), “Facilitation of the international horse
movement in Asia and the Pacific region”. The aims of this workshop are to
summarize the investigation of the laboratory capacities for equine disease in Asia and
the Pacific region, and to facilitate reginal cooperation and networking. This
workshop, which hold in Tokyo, Japan, is the last event for the series events in this
region. It was hosted by Japan Racing Association (JRA), and the focus was on
building laboratory capacities. By means of this face-to-face workshop, and inviting
the official veterinarians from the member countries, the WOAH experts, and the
relevant equestrian associations, several issues had been emphasized. These issues
include “the six diseases” which are important for international horse movement
(African Horse Sickness, Glanders, Dourine and Surra, Equine Piroplasmosis, Equine
Infectious Anemia, and Equine Influenza), and their relevant diagnosis and control
measures; and also identifying the existing capacities and specific needs for the
member countries. This workshop also set out to provide training and assistance for
member countries, by means of regional co-operation. Finally, the outcome for the
project was summarized and future plans were discussed.

By participating this important international meeting, we can understand the latest
trends for equine disease diagnosis, and to familiar relevant organizations and
regulations. This can strengthen equine disease diagnosis capacities, and also can
facilitate international equestrian activities in Taiwan.



