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Abstract

The Global Foot-and-Mouth Disease Research Alliance (GFRA), initiated in 2003
by five research institutions, has grown to consist of 28 partners, 14 collaborators, and
16 stakeholders. \eterinary Research Institute (VRI) joined the alliance as a
collaborator in August 2019 and upgraded its involvement by signing a Memorandum
of Understanding to become a partner in March 2023. The GFRA's mission is to
establish and sustain global research partnerships that generate scientific knowledge
and develop tools to prevent, control, and eradicate foot-and-mouth disease (FMD).
The focus of the meeting this year was the exchange of information on the current
status of the virus, diagnostic technologies, pathogenesis, immunological research,
vaccine development, and FMD research in Africa. Group discussions were held to
analyze technical or knowledge gaps, aiding the alliance's executive committee in
formulating future research strategies and setting priorities. Taiwan, Penghu, and
Matsu areas have been recognized by the World Organisation for Animal Health as an
FMD-free zone without vaccination. To fulfill partnership obligations, active
participation in future GFRA meetings and events is crucial. This engagement
supported Taiwan's integration into international research on FMD and other vesicular
diseases in swine, contributing to the control and eradication of FMD.



