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Detection of Macacine alphaherpesvirus 1 in Non-human

Primates
Yu-Wei Chiu

Abstract

Herpes B virus (Macacine alphaherpesvirus 1, referred to as BV) was first
discovered in the United States in 1932. It is a virus that infects a variety of
non-human primates and may cause fatal infection to humans, by causing central
nervous system diseases. The "herpes B virus infection" is a zoonotic infectious
disease. In 2022, the Forestry and Nature Conservation Agency of the Ministry of
Agriculture commissioned the Veterinary Research Institute to assist in the detection
of serum antibodies against herpes B virus in macaques, and a commercially available
enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) was used to detect the antibodies. To
ensure the health of sheltered non-human primates and their caretakers, screening of
selected zoonotic diseases is recommended before the non-human primates are
planned to be long-term house in the animal shelters.



