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To attend 2022 Bilateral Cooperation Meeting on Agricultural
Science and Technology in USA and visit the Beltsville
Agricultural Research Center

Jen-Chieh Chang, Tzu-Ming Huang, Ming-Chung Deng, Chwei-Jang Chiou

Abstract

The 2022 Bilateral Cooperation Meeting on Agricultural Science and Technology
was held on August 2, 2022 by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) at
Washington, D.C., the capital of the United States of America. Both sides discussed
and concluded five research issues: Animal Health, Animal Production, Crop
Production & Protection, Natural Resources & Sustainable Agriculture Systems, and
Nutrition, Food Safety & Quality. The chairpersons of each research issue were a
director general of research institutes of Council of Agriculture, Taiwan and a
National Program leader of USDA. The project “Molecular epidemiology of Seneca
Valley virus in Taiwan and development of its diagnostic kit” was proposed by the
Animal Health Research Institute (AHRI). With the collaboration of National
Animal Disease Center, Agriculture Research Service (ARS), the project aims to
obtain full-length genome sequences of Seneca Valley virus (SVV) and then to
investigate sequence differences among SVV strains of Taiwan, the USA, and other
countries. In addition, the ARS will assist the Taiwan side in evaluating an ELISA
with field sera shared by the USA side when the prototype ELISA of SVV antibodies
was developed by the AHRI. In addition, the ongoing program of Molecular Approach
to Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) was discussed. This program was involved in
surveillance of AMR and whole genome sequencing (WGS) analysis, carried out by
the guidance of the US expert. The Taiwan delegation visited the Beltsville
Agricultural Research Center (BARC) and progresses and results of some ongoing
projects were discussed with the experts of BARC on August 1, 2022. Animal
Parasitic Diseases Laboratory (APDL) of BARC would like to assist AHRI to study
the parasitic diseases and then to broaden understanding of the change of parasitic
diseases as a result of climate change.
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