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Avian influenza in Taiwan
Ming-Shiuh Lee

Abstract

In 1971, the H6N1 subtype of avian influenza viruses was first isolated in a
northern duck farm in Taiwan. From 1986 to 1991, of wild bird and poultry influenza
viruses was undertaken. In 1997, the Hong Kong health authorities confirmed human
infections by the H5N1 subtype avian influenza virus. Several monitoring programs
have thus been implemented to include the testing of migratory birds, poultry and
imported birds. In 1997, the H6N1 subtype of avian influenza viruses was isolated
from a chicken farm for the first time. Then in December 2003, the H5N2 subtype, a
low pathogenic avian strain, broke out in a chicken farm, killing 380,000 chickens. In
2013, the first caseof a H6N1 subtype human infection was confirmed. In 2015, the
H5N2, H5N3, and H5N8 subtypes of highly pathogenic avian influenza viruses broke
out. As a result, 1004 cases of geese, duck, and chicken infections were confirmed,
and about 5.43 million poultry were culled. In 2017, the H5N6 subtype of highly
pathogenic avian influenza viruses was also detected. Currently in Taiwan the highly
pathogenic and low-pathogenic H5N2 subtype of avian influenza viruses are still
detected on poultry farms.



