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A report on technical exchanges for rabies diagnosis and
monitoring systems between Taiwan and Japan

Wei-Cheng Hsu

Abstract

Taiwan and Japan have had similar rabies histories, and they both had no local
cases for 50 years until 2013 that the first local cases of rabies in wild ferret badgers
were discovered in Taiwan. Furthermore, 4 cases of bat rabies were discovered in
Taiwan from 2016-2018. To understand the rabies diagnosis system and control
strategy in Taiwan, the National Institute of Infectious Diseases in Japan, arranged a
technological exchange trip and invited one researcher at the Animal Health Research
Institute to Japan from January 7-19, 2019. During this visit, four lectures concerning
rabies monitoring in Taiwan were held at the National Institute of Infectious Diseases,
at Hokkaido University, at Miyazaki University, and at the Tokushima Prefecture,
respectively. At the same time, several rabies diagnostic laboratories, public health
inspection laboratories, and animal shelters in Japan were visited as well. Through
this technological exchange trip, we are thus better able to understand the current state
of the rabies diagnosis and monitoring system in Japan and believe that this visit
enhances bilateral communication and friendship between Japan and Taiwan.



