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Implementation of an Animal Health and Preventive
Medicine Program for Waterfowl Production Systems in
Hungary

Yen-Ping Chen

Abstract

Based on the minutes of the 1% and 2" Taiwan-Hungarian Agricultural
Cooperation Conference, two researchers from the Animal Health Research Institute
and the Livestock Research Institute in Taiwan obtained financial support from the
International Agricultural Cooperation Project and the Department of International
Affairs, within the Taiwanese Council of Agriculture to implement the project
"Animal Health and Preventive Medicine Program for Waterfowl Production
Systems™ in Hungary from June 9 to 17, 2018. The researchers traveled to Hungary to
learn about waterfowl breeding techniques, disease diagnosis, and disease control.
Throughout the entire journey, they were accompanied by David K.C. Chou of Taipei ,
the head of the Representative Office of Taiwan in Hungary, and Dr. Brigitta Eckhart
from the Hungarian Ministry of Agriculture. The opening meeting at the Hungarian
Ministry of Agriculture was hosted by Dr. Lajos Bognar, Deputy State Secretary of
the Minister of Agriculture. Afterwards, they visited the Institute for \eterinary
Medical Research at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences to learn about the current
status of waterfowl pathogens and duck cell lines. This was followed by a visit to the
Directorate for Animal Health Diagnostics of the National Food Chain Safety Office
to understand the diagnosis of avian influenza and the diagnostic and necropsy
techniques for the identification of viral diseases in Hungarian waterfowls. Finally a
visit to the Research Centre for Farm Animal Gene Conservation was held to
understand waterfowl semen preservation and breeding techniques. Additionally, side
visits were conducted on Hungarian waterfowl farms with farm veterinarians to learn
about feed management techniques, as well as biosecurity, and disease prevention
strategies. Hungary retains not just a rich institutional knowledge in the diagnosis,
prevention and research of waterfowl diseases, but also in waterfowl breeding
techniques. In the future, both animal husbandry and veterinary researchers from both
countries should maintain contact and continue to look for mutual opportunities for
cooperation.



