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Production and scientific applications of SPF chickens
Chang Chia-Chen

Abstract

Specific Pathogen Free (SPF) animals refer to experimental animals that do not
contain specific microorganisms and specific parasites, but harbor naturally occurring
microorganisms. The production of SPF animals therefore requires that they are
maintained in barrier facility and under strict protocols that prevent their exposure to
foreign microorganisms. The Animal Health Research Institute has produced SPF
chicken and embryo eggs for more than 30 years, and they have mainly been used in
the monitoring and diagnosis of poultry diseases as well as in the verification of
animal drugs. It is thus an important component of the national animal disease and
epidemic prevention policy. We present here a report on the production, quality
control procedures and application case studies of our SPF chicken and embryo eggs.



