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Results of a pseudorabies eradication program on swine
breeding farms

Jen-Chieh Chang

Abstract

The Council of Agriculture initiated a pseudorabies (PR) eradication program on
swine breeding farms in 2011. To support the program, the Animal Health Research
Institute (AHRI) proceeded to monitor the titers of PR gE antibodies in breeding pigs,
and the data was shared with the PR-free swine breeding farm certification committee.
The average rates of positive gE antibody occurrence were 1% to 7% in recent years
and were significantly decreased from rates as high as 24% in 2011. Currently, 12
PR-free swine breeding farms have been approved by the certification committee.
Some swine breeding farms took active policy measures and kept following the PR
eradication program after the initial participation. In fact these farms had better PR gE
antibody levels and were even certified as PR-free swine breeding farms. These
results highlight the successes of the PR eradication program, as well as the
importance/value in continuously monitoring PR antibodies. Ultimately, this program
will help to provide PR-free breeding pigs to downstream pig farms and for export, as
well as continue to monitor antibody levels and swine breeding farms PR conditions.



