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Report on a visit to the Animal and Plant Quarantine
Agency of South Korea and Seoul National University

Yu-Hua Shih

Abstract

Duck viral hepatitis (DVH) is an important waterfowl disease,
causing significant economic losses worldwide. The Animal Health
Research Institute (AHRI) plans to apply for certification as a World
Organization for Animal Health (OIE) reference laboratory for DVH. By
visiting the College of Veterinary Medicine, Seoul National University
and the Animal and Plant Quarantine Agency (QIA) of South Korea, we
have learned essentials for the operation and maintenance of a OIE
reference laboratory, and also realized the obligations and commissions
of an OIE laboratory. In addition, AHRI needs to enhance close
cooperation with neighboring countries, and to further understand the
epidemic situation of target diseases for an OIE laboratory. In addition to
the hands-on experiences and technical exchanges learned from the OIE
laboratory in South Korea, we had the opportunity to gain valuable
insights into the international pandemic situation of DVH and built
international cooperation during this trip. These are all extremely helpful
for the OIE reference laboratory application and for further vaccine

development at AHRI.



