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The Study of the Diagnosis and Surveillance of Avian
Influenza in Israel

Ming-Chu Cheng, Yen-Ping Chen

Abstract

To implement the project of ‘Establishment of Transnational Rabies and Avian
Influenza Surveillance Technical Platform’, we visited Israel to learn the surveillance
and the diagnosis of avian influenza and the monitoring of the bird migration routes
between December 25, 2015 and January 2, 2016. We were hosted by Professor
Leshem from Tel Aviv University. First, we exchanged the information of the
epizootic of avian influenza (Al), the surveillance of pathogen in wildlife, and the
research of bird migration with the \eterinary Services and the Israel Nature and
Parks Authority. On the following, we visited Israeli Wildlife Hospital, the border of
the Gaza Strip to learn about the Al problems in the poultry farms and the relationship
between the wild birds and the landfills, the poultry farms suffered from Al in 2015,
the Agamon Hula to understand the relationship between the cranes and the farmers,
the Bio-Bee company, the bird radar at Latrun, the Jerusalem Bird Observatory and the
Ein Gedi Nature Reserve. Finally, we discussed the possibility of cooperation between
both countries. Israel is the endemic area of HSN1 highly pathogenic Al virus. It was
believed that Taiwan’s poultry industry could benefit from learning the experience of
the diagnosis and surveillance of Al from Israel. Furthermore, the researchers in Israel
had a high interest in the Al surveillance and the dropping sampling in wild birds. We
also shared our experience to the Israeli researchers.



