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Canine distemper survey in wild carnivores in Taiwan: A
report on the attendance of the “8th Asian Society of
Conservation Medicine Meeting” in Myanmar

Wei-Cheng Hsu

Abstract

Recently, infectious diseases in wild animals have been increasing as a
result of habitat alterations and a concomitant closer proximity with domestic
animals. Canine distemper virus (CDV) has been reported in several species of wild
carnivores and thus present a threat to wildlife conservation. To understand the
prevalence of CDV infection amongst wild carnivores in Taiwan, we tested 273 wild
carnivores specimens received in 2014 and 2015 by reverse transcription polymerase
chain reaction. Eight specimens (2.9%) gave positive results for CDV. Of the eight
positive specimens, seven were from the Formosan gem-faced civet (Paguma larvata
taivana) and one from the Formosan ferret-badger (Melogale moschata
subaurantiaca), with  6.9% and 0.7% testing positively among the queried
specimens, respectively. Our survey thus revealed high canine distemper prevalence
in the Formosan gem-faced civet population. To prevent the rise of a canine distemper
epidemic amongst the wildlife of Taiwan, more attention is needed on wildlife
conservation issues. This is the first wildlife canine distemper survey covering 18

counties in Taiwan.

The 8th Asian Society of Conservation Medicine Meeting (ASCM) held on Oct.
15-19, 2015 in Myanmar, was an internationally renowned conference for scientists
working in the wildlife conservation and medicine field in Pan-Asia countries. About
230 researchers from 14 different countries participated in the conference this year.
The ASCM received 50 oral presentations and 37 posters covering eight topics. Two
researchers from AHRI joined the conference and reported on three studies
concerning wildlife rabies and canine distemper surveillance. Through the conference,
we were able to share our findings with a wide audience as well as learn from many
of the knowledgable participants. More communication and closer coordination will
allow for faster advancement in this field.



